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Dear BTS Families-

Recently we have seen an increased level of positive Covid cases in our schools and community. These cases are being reported from

at home rapid testing, school-based rapid testing, and medical community based rapid or PCR testing. If your child is at school or in

the community it is likely you can assume they have been in close contact with someone who is Covid positive.

While we have increased staffing levels, reassigned staff members to provide on-site testing, and automated the communication to

inform families of positive cases, we have been unable to contact trace each case in a timely manner. In addition, this contact tracing

has limited our ability to care for symptomatic students or students with other medical conditions. As a result, we will be moving our

focus and manpower to testing. Please see the information below regarding changes:

Testing: The district will provide a rapid Covid test to individuals who become symptomatic at school or as requested by a parent,

provided the necessary parent permission waiver is on file. Positive individuals will be required to quarantine according to the

current recommendations.

Contact Tracing and Reporting: The district will continue to report probable and positive cases on our website www.kingsford.org.

We will no longer perform contact tracing at school. However, we will support contact tracing for confirmed positive Covid cases

when requested by our local health department.

Symptomatic Individuals: Anyone who is symptomatic should stay home from school and not return until they are symptom free. If a

student becomes sick while at school, we will provide a rapid Covid test provided the necessary parent permission waiver is on file.

Instruction: We have been fortunate to remain open to in-person learning in spite of the increase of positive cases. We will continue

to offer in-person learning, distance learning for students who are quarantined as well as virtual learning for students who meet the

necessary criteria.

Vaccinations: A Covid 19 vaccination is recommended for all individuals who are eligible. The Covid 19 vaccine may reduce or

eliminate the need to quarantine from school and school activities and may help to reduce the number of positive cases in our

buildings.

We are hopeful these changes will allow our nursing staff to care for the individuals who need it most and our instructional staff to

focus on teaching and learning. Please contact me or one of the school building offices if you have questions.

Sincerely,

David W. Holmes

Superintendent

Breitung Township Schools
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